
Upcoming Intergroup
Meetings
group reps: 

contact central office for zoom info

atlantaaa@mindspring.com

August 1, 2021 @ 1:30 PM

September 12, 2021 @ 1:30 PM

October 3, 2021 @ 1:30 PM

Atlanta Central Office
www.atlantaaa.org

P.O. Box 1215
Atlanta, GA 30301

270 Peachtree Street Suite 1060 
Atlanta, GA 30303

Office Hours:
M-F 9:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m

I N  TH IS  I SSUE :

How to keep Central Office informed of meeting changes
Article - 7th Tradition

Article - Step 7 Is a Conclusion
AA Archive - Bill Wilson's Visit to Atlanta

Poem - Step One, Red Ugly Clay
Overview and Info for Service Opportunities

Poem - 60 Days to Life
Faithful Fivers and Info On How to Become One

VOICE 2

S U M M E R  2 0 2 1

Newsletter  of  Atlanta  Intergroup

 
The Central Office 

Physical office OPEN & staffed 9AM -
4:30PM Monday - Friday

 

 
Masks still required for visitors (in

building & office)
Suggest only brief stop-ins,

if needed, for literature pickups     
Last, not least: 

We’re cool with volunteers
IN the office, too, if they’ve been

vaccinated!
 

important note
about meeting

changes

Virtual or in-person AA meetings being discontinued

Reopening of in-person meetings or groups

Moved to hybrid meetings (in-person and Zoom)

Virtual meeting ID or passcode changes

CONTACT CENTRAL OFFICE 

IF YOU HAVE:

Here’s How:  

Contact Central Office: 404-523-5650

staff@atlantaaa.org 

(phone call preferred 9AM-4:30PM Mon-Fri)

 

You can also request changes directly from the website

meeting listing or the website contact form:

https://atlantaaa.org/contact-us/

“Metro Atlanta Intergroup is an assembly of elected representatives who
provide support and guidance to the AA Central Office. The fundamental
purpose of both Intergroup and Central Office is to provide services to the

alcoholic in need. This is accomplished by elected Intergroup Representatives
and employees at the Central Office. All issues of policy, procedure and

finance are voted on by members of Intergroup. At the monthly Intergroup
meetings, individual group representatives help direct the policies and

direction of the Central Office by asking questions and making
recommendations that are voted on by the groups.”

ALL GROUPS! 
KEEP CENTRAL
OFFICE INFORMED OF ANY MEETING
UPDATES
We are not currently synced with
the AA state site. Both
aaatlanta.org and aageorgia.org are
individually synced to meeting
guide app

In-person Intergroup 

 have not resumed as

yet. Please attend

Zoom Intergroup for

more information

mailto:staff@atlantaaa.org
https://atlantaaa.org/contact-us/


 

Intergroup Attendance March 2021

  

12:30
3 Legacies

5th Tradition
Austell

Bishop L
Morning Miracles
Bottom Feeders
Breakfast Club

Candler Park
Cascade

Clean Air
Dekalb

East Atlanta
East Cobb
East Point
Easy 123

Easy Does It
Finding The Balance

Five forks
Focus on the Solution

 
 

Sober Sisters
High Point

Hillside
How Did I Get Here

How It Works
Solutions

I Can’t We Can
It’s in The Book

KISS
Lunch Bunch

Miracles Within
MLK/Adamsville

Monday Night Awakening
New Rush Hour Relief

No Expectations
No Name Group

Glenwood
East Buford

Tri Night Flight
Chapter 3

 
 
 

Faithful Fivers
FAITHFUL FIVERS CONTRIBUTE $5 PER MONTH ($60/YEAR) OR MORE 

TO THE ATLANTA CENTRAL OFFICE
See the link on www.atlantaaa.org 

to become one

Matthew T.- Dorothy U. - Barbara W. - Rebecca W. - Eric W. - Kristen W. - Richard W. - Andrew W. - Reade W. - 
Daniel W. - Donald W. - Nina W. - Stephanie W. - Sally Y. - Noah A. Rick A. - Arbonne - Heather B.- Marguerite B. - Sue B Janet

B. Christopher B.- Elaine B. - Christopher B. - Randall B. Carolyn B. - David B. - Reed C. - Linda C. - Tanya C.
Jim C. - Michael G. - William C. - Clayton C. - Patrick C. - Carolyn C. - Michael C.  

Al C. - Jackie C. - Pam C. -  Zackary D. - Allan D. - Neal D. - Carol D. Jared D. - Melody D. - Daniel D. - Frances D. - Leo D. 
 Tinsley E. Rob E. - John F.- Malina F. - Robert F. - Margaret F. - William G.- Kathy G. - Terry G. - Debra G. - William G. 

Heather G. - Walter G. - Abigail H. - Charles H. - Kim H. - Sandra H. Mitzi H. - Bob H. - Cindy H. - Kathy H. - Courtney H. 
Jerry H. Melissa H. - Tara H. - JR J. - David J. - Katherine J .- Suzanne J. - Patricia K. - Laura K. - Nicholas K. - Lisa K.

Lauren L.  - Tom L. - Linda L. - Eileen L. - Christopher M. - Dianne M. - Paul M.
Joanna M. - Hashis M. - Jane M. - Julie M. - Kyle M. - Michael M. Julie M. - Thomas M. - Page M. - Shawn M. - 

Kevin O. - Brad O. - Barbara O. - John O. - Marcia P. - Terry P.  David P.- Jonathan P. - Glen S. - Jane S. 
Jeffrey S. - Rick P.  - Taran S. - Julie P. - Brandon S. - Matt R. - Greg T. - Ellen R. 

 Rebecca T. -Susanne R.- Jeff T.- Mark R. -  Adam T. - Joseph R. Robyn S. - Matthew T.- Bruce R. - Sandra R - .Steve R.
 Madaline R. - Paul R. - Brenda R. - Jean R. - Judy R. - Timothy S. - Roy S. 

William S. - Michael S. - Richard S. - Kathy S. - Harriet S - .Robert S. - Brad S. - Jimmy S. - Mark S. - Judith- Scott A. - Stephanie A.
-Charles B. - Yuliya B. - Brian B. - Tanya C. - Maurice C. - Patrick C. - Allan D. - Debra G. - Cindy H.

Stacey H. - J.D. K. - Alexandra K. - Elizabeth K. - Mary M. - Michael M. - Page M. - Darren N. - Rick P. - Lori P.
Julie P. - Janet R. - Jeffrey S. - Kristen W. -David W. Alexandra H. - Allen D. - Brad S. - Brandon S. - Coasters by Hazel

Daniel W. - Darren N. - David P. - Grey T. - Jane M. - Jane S. - Jeffrey S. - John O. - Judy R. - Julie P. - Kathy H.
Laura K. - Leo D. - Leslie C. - Lori P. - Mainline LLC - Mark R. - Michael M. - Page M. - Patrick C. - Richard L.

Richard R -Rick P. - Stacey H. - Terry G. - Terry P. - Thomas M
 
 
 

Visit our COVID-19
Updates page at 

https://atlantaaa.org/covid-
19-updates/

for the latest information, 
Here is a link to a list of  online

meetings:
https://atlantaaa.org/covid-
19-updates/#online-meetings

Further details available at
https://atlantaaa.org/

 
 

MEETING UPDATES
Soft Touch Women

Monday Night Awakening
East Point

Newnan No Name
Northwest
Glenwood

Grace
6 O'Clock

Happy Hour
Heavy Hitters

 
There Is a Solution

Think It Through Sober
We’ve Had Enough

Early Morning Study
Fifth Tradition

Clarkston 12 Step
Robber Roost East

Ponce
Primary Purpose

 



When I first arrived at AA in 1990, it was customary to put $1.00 in the basket if you could afford it. Unfortunately, that trend hasn’t

changed much in the past 30 years. It was my sponsor and other AA mentors that opened my eyes to the selfishness of this. They told

me that in early days of AA, it was customary to put “the price of your last drink” in the basket. When that amount reached $1.00, it failed

to climb further. According to the American Institute for Economic Research, the same $1.00 in 1960 is worth nearly $9.00 today. The

normal costs for holding a meeting have increased dramatically over that time period, but most 7th Tradition contributions have not. My

sponsor also explained that in actuality, AA has NEVER been fully self-supporting by what the groups collect at meetings. The shortfall

comes from literature sales, a portion of which is purchased by non-alcoholics, treatment centers, libraries, and retailers. GSO would find

it nearly impossible to continue its work using only money sent in by AA groups.  

I would be considered a “taker” when I joined AA. Through working the Steps, I slowly transformed into a “giver” through service work

and financial contributions. My husband and I each give at least $2.00 at any meeting of AA and $5.00 a meeting at our home group.

Giving generously to the basket is a small price to pay for the happy, purposeful lives we’ve been given. If I relapsed today, I would

definitely spend more than $5.00 on that drunk! It doesn’t make sense for me to spend $3.00-$4.00 on a fancy cup of coffee and then

put only $1.00 in the AA basket. For the members who never carry cash in their wallets, my home group is also set up to receive 7th

Tradition donations digitally. We talk about money regularly so that members understand exactly how their donations are being used.

We also explain to members that AA doesn’t hold fundraising events. It is solely our responsibility. However, we try to be as welcoming

as possible to the new member who doesn’t yet have anything to contribute and give that person hope that he/she will be able to give

in the future.  

Cathy S. - Atlanta

 Short form: “Every AA group ought to be fully self-supporting, declining outside contributions.”
Long form: “The A.A. groups themselves ought to be fully supported by the voluntary contributions of their own members. We think that each
group should soon achieve this ideal; that any public solicitation of funds using the name of Alcoholics Anonymous is highly dangerous,
whether by groups, clubs, hospitals, or other outside agencies; that acceptance of large gifts from any source, or of contributions carrying any
obligation whatever, is unwise. Then too, we view with much concern those A.A. treasuries which continue, beyond prudent reserves, to
accumulate funds for no stated A.A. purpose. Experience has often warned us that nothing can so surely destroy our spiritual heritage as futile
disputes over property, money, and authority.” 

The Seventh Tradition

     My family thought that it was rude to discuss money with others.

Sometimes I think that this sentiment has been brought into

Alcoholics Anonymous, as it doesn’t seem like AA groups talk

enough about money and its importance in the vital spiritual

service work that we do. Sure, most meetings pass the basket to

collect funds and often say “There are no dues or fees, but we do

have expenses.” However many members who drop $1.00 in the

basket have no idea how the funds are being used or how much

money it takes to hold the meetings and perform service work.

They don’t know that there is a larger AA network that creates

literature in various languages, holds conferences, and does

important service work in treatment centers, jails, the professional

community, and the general public that wouldn’t be possible

without contributions from individual AA groups.  

I am now discovering a new solution to remove the clay (alcohol)

This is in the rooms of Alcoholic Anonymous

I will be painstaking about the process

It will take time

I will have to learn to deal with the clay stains

I will find comfort in knowing that the sun will eventually shine and fade the
stains 

Maybe not completely

Over time the box (my life) will have a vintage look instead of the ugly dingy
box

This cool vintage box (my life) will have an amazing story to it

The story about how it was buried in the ugly red clay 

This story will be sought after by others who feel buried alive in the ugly clay
ALCOHOL

 

Jen W 08/2019

 

I am living in a box held together with red clay

The clay is alcohol

It is holding me in this box

The clay is not sturdy

The clay crumbles 

To keep the box together I must add more ugly clay

The clay is dirty and temporary

The clay leaves stains that are so hard to get out and even
harder to look at

 

When the rain comes, as it often does 

The clay washes away leaving a naked, vulnerable box

The box is left with ugly red stains

The decision time and time again is to simply add more clay

It seems to be the only way to keep the box (my life) together

Red Ugly Clay 
STEP ONE



AA Hotline: 
Get an overview, plus learn

about service
opportunities and
qualifications at

https://bit.ly/atlhotline
To sign up, contact:

https://bit.ly/atlhlsignup

Office phones 
(non-Hotline) & on-site

support: 
Pick a schedule. Field
calls during regular

hours (9AM-4:30PM M-F)
from wherever you are.

Assist IN the office if
you’ve been vaccinated.

Contact:
staff@atlantaaa.org;

404-523-5650.PI/CPC Committee: 
Help inform the public,

professionals, and future
professionals about AA. To
learn more or volunteer,

go through the
“Intergroup” drop-down on

www.atlantaaa.org to
reach the PI/CPC

Committee. Or, contact
tlebertmd@bellsouth.net

or Central Office
(staff@atlantaaa.org; 404-

523-5650).

Technical Service
(website support,

etc.): Always seeking
willing techies. Email:
tech@atlantaaa.org or

jeffs@atlantaaa.org.

SERVICE OPPORTUNITIES



 

“One of the Worst”

 Mr. Anonymous himself once was one of the “world’s worst drunkards.”
But in the organization which has lifted many another from the gutter, he
has found that path back to sobriety and health.
 The very conception of Alcoholics Anonymous was something similar to
the “DT’s” the founding father revealed here—with a smile.
 It was eight years ago next December. An investigator for a Wall Street
investment house, he had done well for himself in financial matters after
serving as a second lieutenant in World War I.
 But he had been fighting a losing battle against old Demon Rum—a battle
that sent him, periodically, into a sanitarium where the medicos and
psychiatrists puzzled over his case and then shook their heads.
 His last trip to the sanitarium was caused by a “lulu.” It has been no
common drunk, it had been a constant one for many weeks.
The Final Warning
 And the [medicos] told him his time was about up.
 Lying there in his hospital bed, he began mulling over the exhortations of
a friend who had “found something” in a religious moments—something
strong enough to keep the friend sober over a record spell.
 He still credits this friend and his religious beliefs with their share of the
working plan later evolved for Alcoholics Anonymous. But that day in the
hospital, faced with a life-or-death matter, mulling the situation over, he
says it was a spiritual experience that opened the door for salvation.
 Antireligious, strong-willed in every respect except for the temptation of
alcohol, he suddenly had what at first he feared was an extreme case of the
“D.T.’s.”
 “I felt as though I was on a mountain and a strong gust of fresh wind had
blown through every pore of my body—and had cleansed me. And I
realize, then, for the first time, that there was some power greater than me
which had taken over at the very climactic moment when I was powerless
to do anything for myself.”

Mr. Anonymous himself
once was one of the

“world’s worst
drunkards.” But in the
organization which has
lifted many another

from the gutter, he has
found that path back

to sobriety and health.

  AA Atlanta Archives
Atlanta Journal, Friday, July 31, 1942

 

‘Alcoholics Anonymous’ Chief 
Visits Atlanta

Rise from the Depths is 
Related By Self-Styled 

‘One of the Worst’
By Pete Craig

 
The founding father of Alcoholics Anonymous, that strange
organization of former drunks which is establishing an
amazing record of restrictions and reformations, was an
Atlanta visitor Friday.
 The tall, distinguished visitor from New York talks freely of
the early struggle of the organization which now boasts more
than 8,000 members in a nationwide network of 700 local
chapters—but he still prefers to be known merely as “Mr.
Anonymous.”
 Right here in Atlanta he found a thriving chapter which
recently celebrated its first anniversary with an active
membership of nearly 100—men and women from all ranks of
life who have found in the unusual precepts of Alcoholics
Anonymous a path of mutual aid and restitution.

Submitted by Gary N



A Strange Influence

 He discussed this “experience” with his doctors. They agreed that something had happened to him—and that
whatever it was, he had better hold on to it, for it was a darn sight better than the bottle he had been grasping.
 An analytical man, trained in law and engineering, he attempted to reason the thing out from a scientific
standpoint. He read volumes, one of the most important being “Varieties in Religious Experiences.”
 And out of his reasoning and reading he found that all such spiritual experiences have one common denominator.
That they occur at the moment of some disastrous climax when the individual realizes and admits that he is up
against a stone wall in life, and that whatever is done about it must be done [by] someone or some power greater
than he.
 Reading more, and reasoning too, he and other Alcoholics Anonymous pioneers [worked] out a plan which they
since have carried to the drunks of the nation.

A Working Middle Ground
 

 “We think we have formulated a working middle ground between religion and medicine,” Mr. Alcoholics
Anonymous says.  “It is nothing new except the technique for religion and medicine both have told us these things
for years. Religion has told us to confess; medicine tells us to detect and recognize our obsessions and our
complexes and then cleanse ourselves of them.  “But in Alcoholics Anonymous we have established a middle
ground between the two—and have established easy identification.
 “In Alcoholics Anonymous instead of trying to build up a man, we first knock out every prop he has to lean upon—
tear him down to the condition where he must admit that he is confronted with a disease, an illness, which he alone
cannot cope with.

Through Mutual Aid

“Then, when he admits he is down—that this thing has him whipped—and he is convinced that he alone cannot do
anything about it, we help him up again; through mutual aid [and] of men—and women—who speak his own
language, who have gone through the same hell.”
Women alcoholics now number about one to every seven men—but their number is increasing, he pointed out. A
woman, by the way, was responsible for the present name of the association.
“When we first started working with the idea we didn’t dry up a [single] man in the first six months. It was hard
sledding putting the idea over,” he recalled.
“Then the first year we had succeeded with five; 15 in the second year; 40 in the third year; and 100 at the end of the
fourth year—but one of them was a woman.
“We started to call ourselves merely ‘One Hundred Men’ but the women members squawked. 

How Name Originated

“By then we had compiled a book outlining the precepts of the plan and giving numerous case histories. The book
was titled Alcoholics Anonymous—and the name caught on, so we adopted it.”
After appearance of the book the idea spread like wildfire until now there are more than 8,000 active members.
It is nonsectarian, nonreligious, nonprofit, this Alcoholics Anonymous.
What funds come into the national treasury through sale of the book and a small Rockefeller endowment are
administered by a board of trustees of four non-alcoholics and three alcoholics.
“We figured that should the three former drinkers backslide, there would still be four to carry on the work—but
they’ve kept on the wagon,” said the founding father.
Mr. Alcoholic Anonymous will meet with local members of their new club rooms at 57½ Broad Street, and says he is
mighty proud of the record of restitutions his fellow workers in Atlanta have made. 

Women alcoholics now number about one to every seven
men—but their number is increasing, he pointed out. 

A woman, by the way, was responsible for the present
name of the association.

 “In Alcoholics Anonymous instead of trying to build
up a man, we first knock out every prop he has to
lean upon—tear him down to the condition where he
must admit that he is confronted with a disease, an

illness, which he alone cannot cope with."



68th Georgia State
Prepaid Convention
October 15-17, 2021  

 
JEKYLL ISLAND,  GA

 
Register here:

https://www.aageorgia.org/geo
rgia-prepaid-convention.html

 
 Speakers

AA Speakers:
Johnny T. - Lawty, Fl

Beth & Chuck H. – Destin, FL
Steve L. – Nashville, TN
Myers R. – Dallas, TX
Al-Anon Speaker:  

Larcine- G. –Hawthorne,CA 
STEP SEVEN IS A CONCLUSION

Step Seven Prayer: “My Creator, I am now willing that you should have all of me, good and
bad. I pray that you now remove from me every single defect of character which stands in
the way of my usefulness to you and my fellows. Grant me strength, as I go out from here,
to do your bidding.” Amen.

    There was true humility and deep surrender by asking God to “take all of me,” both the
“good” and the “bad.”  This was an admission that I could not trust myself to differentiate
between the two. I almost drank after five months sobriety before going into the 12-step
process with my sponsor. He wisely pointed out the obvious fact that my mind lied to me—
It was not to be trusted!  I needed a higher power (God) to see the truth about myself. 
 What an ego-shattering revelation!   Yet, it was necessary to give up on myself and trust
God to take over my recovery. Someone said: “Self cannot rid self of self with self. “

    I had asked God to remove the “bondage of self” in Step Three with only a scant idea of
what that was, but Steps Four and Five provided a better view of my defects of character
and shortcomings. (By the bye, Bill W. stated that these words were to be used
simultaneously or in the same context—please note that Step Seven on page 58 uses the
word “shortcomings” rather than “defects of character” as in the prayer above).

    It is important to notice that the Seventh Step prayer concludes with the word “Amen.”
Meaning” “So be it” or indicating a conclusion. However, there is no “Amen” following the
Third Step Prayer, or those in Steps Four, Five and Six! Why? 

    I think because Step Seven finally concludes the process, e.g.: In Step Three we asked to
be relieved of the bondage of self, but we did not know what that was till we did Steps
Four and Five.  But now—in Step seven—we know more precisely what we are asking God
to remove from us as we go out to do his bidding.  The process has been concluded,
however, more will be revealed.  
Bob S, Richmond, IN 



60 DAYS TO LIFE 
60 DAYS TO LIFE IS 
THE SENTENCE YOU MUST TAKE. 
THE CHOICE OF BEING DEAD OR
SOBER, 
IS HONESTLY JUST FOR YOU TO
MAKE. 

ONCE YOU DO THE DAMAGE 
AND CAN'T EXPLAIN YOURSELF, 
THE JUDGE TELLS YOU IT'S OVER 
AND THAT YOU HAVE NOTHING LEFT. 

NO MATTER HOW YOU HIDE IT 
YOUR ACTIONS TELL IT ALL, 
YOU FORGET WHAT YOU SAY, 
WHILE DRINKING, LYING AND
HAVING A BALL.
 

This is the newsletter, people  
Submissions and feedback received at 

https://atlantaaa.org/atl-intergroup/service-committees/newsletter/

ACCESS TO
ONLINE aa

MEETINGS by
PHONE - EVEN A

LAND LINE!
We now offer a printable “Where &
When” (list of meetings)! The list is

generated on-demand at the time you
request it with the latest available

meeting information.
This should be especially useful for folks
who are isolating and don’t have access

to reliable Internet, or folks who are
uncomfortable with technology, as it

contains virtual meeting dial-in
information. In other words, anyone with

access to a phone (even plain home
telephones) can virtually attend a

meeting!
Be advised: This listing is 60 pages long

(30 double-sided)! If you know someone
who needs one, contact the Central

Office and they can print/mail it for you.
Or, if you wish to print one off yourself, it
should cost under $10 to do so at Kinko’s.
https://atlantaaa.org/2021/01/09/printab

le-where-when-available/

Atlanta AA Hotline Needs Your Help
If you’re looking for service work, or know someone who is...

Atlanta AA Hotline is looking for volunteers. 

If you have the desire to help out you can follow this link

http://bit.ly/atlhlsignup

Please complete all the instructions.

Requirements:

-1 year of continuous sobriety and are

-Working The 12 steps of Alcoholics Anonymous with a sponsor

Please sign up to give us your availability and we will place you 

as soon as we have an opening.

Or if you have availability;

Current Openings:

Saturday 12-3 PM and 3-6 PM

Sunday 9-Noon

If you’ve already signed up in are willing to do service work 

 or  if you’d like more information on the hotline itself, 

you can email the co-chairs at atlhotlinechair@gmail.com.

 

YOU KNOW IT'S REALLY CRAZY 
WHEN YOU TRY TO USE YOUR MIND, 
SOMETHING THAT ONCE WAS SOBER 
NOW IS DRUNK AND CRAZY BLIND. 

A SOBER MIND MAKES YOU WONDER, 
WHERE DID YOU GO WRONG? 
BUT STAYING TOTALLY SOBER HELPS A LOT 
AND WITH A.A. IT KEEPS YOU STRONG.

-Vivian J, Atlanta, GA


