SUMMER 2021

Upcoming Intergroup

Meetings
group reps:
contact central office for zoom info

atlantaaa@mindspring.com

August 1, 2021 @ 1:30 PM Newsletter of Atlanta Intergroup

September 12,2021 @ 1:30 PM “Metro Atlanta Intergroup is an assembly of elected representatives who
provide support and guidance to the AA Central Office. The fundamental
October 3, 2021 @ 1:30 PM purpose of both Intergroup and Central Office is to provide services to the
|n-person |ntergroup alcoholic in need. This is accomplished by elected Intergroup Representatives
and employees at the Central Office. All issues of policy, procedure and
have not resu med as finance are voted on by members of Intergroup. At the monthly Intergroup

meetings, individual group representatives help direct the policies and
direction of the Central Office by asking questions and making
recommendations that are voted on by the groups.”

I THIS |1SSUE:

ALL GROUPS!

KEEP CENTRAL

OFFICE INFORMED OF ANY MEETING How to keep Central Office informed of meeting changes
UPDATES Article - 7th Tradition

We are not currently synced with

) Article - Step 7 Is a Conclusion
the AA state site. Both

aaatlanta.org and aageorgia.org are AA Archive - Bill Wilson's Visit to Atlanta
individually synced to meeting Poem - Step One, Red Ugly Clay

guide app Overview and Info for Service Opportunities
Atlanta Central Office Faithful Fivers and Info On How to Become One

Poem - 60 Days to Life
www.atlantaaa.org

P.0.Box 1215 )
Atlanta, GA 30301 IMportant note
270P ht Street Suite 1060 -
ea:t b about meetin

\/ changes

CONTACT CENTRAL OFFICE
The Central Office IFYOUHAVE:

Physical office OPEN & staffed 9AM -
4:30PM Monday - Friday

Virtual or in-person AA meetings being discontinued
Reopening of in-person meetings or groups
Moved to hybri i i oom)

Masks still required for visitors (in
building & office)
Suggest only brief stop-ins,

if needed, for literature pickups
Last, not least:
We’'re cool with volunteers
IN the office, too, if they’'ve been
vaccinated!



mailto:staff@atlantaaa.org
https://atlantaaa.org/contact-us/

"ﬂ-—-—-————_——_-———-———--—.‘——-‘.\
Faithful Fivers

FAITHFUL FIVERS CONTRIBUTE $5 PER MONTH ($60/YEAR) OR MORE
TO THE ATLANTA CENTRAL OFFICE
See the link on www.atlantaaa.org_
to become one

Matthew T.- Dorothy U. - Barbara W. - Rebecca W. - Eric W. - Kristen W. - Richard W. - Andrew W. - Reade W. -
Daniel W. - Donald W. - Nina W. - Stephanie W. - Sally Y. - Noah A. Rick A. - Arbonne - Heather B.- Marguerite B. - Sue B Janet
B. Christopher B.- Elaine B. - Christopher B. - Randall B. Carolyn B. - David B. - Reed C. - Linda C. - Tanya C.
Jim C. - Michael G. - William C. - Clayton C. - Patrick C. - Carolyn C. - Michael C.

Al C. - Jackie C. - Pam C. - Zackary D. - Allan D. - Neal D. - Carol D. Jared D. - Melody D. - Daniel D. - Frances D. - Leo D.
Tinsley E. Rob E. - John F.- Malina F. - Robert F. - Margaret F. - William G.- Kathy G. - Terry G. - Debra G. - William G.
Heather G. - Walter G. - Abigail H. - Charles H. - Kim H. - Sandra H. Mitzi H. - Bob H. - Cindy H. - Kathy H. - Courtney H.
Jerry H. Melissa H. - Tara H. - JR J. - David J. - Katherine J .- Suzanne J. - Patricia K. - Laura K. - Nicholas K. - Lisa K.
LaurenL. - TomL.-LindaL. - Eileen L. - Christopher M. - Dianne M. - Paul M.

Joanna M. - Hashis M. - Jane M. - Julie M. - Kyle M. - Michael M. Julie M. - Thomas M. - Page M. - Shawn M. -
Kevin O. - Brad O. - Barbara O. - John O. - MarciaP. - Terry P. David P.- Jonathan P. - Glen S. - Jane S.

Jeffrey S.-Rick P. - Taran S. - Julie P. - Brandon S. - MattR. - Greg T. - Ellen R.
Rebecca T.-Susanne R.- Jeff T.- Mark R. - Adam T. - Joseph R. Robyn S. - Matthew T.- Bruce R. - SandraR - .Steve R.
Madaline R. - Paul R. - Brenda R. - Jean R. - Judy R. - Timothy S. - Roy S.
Villiam S. - Michael S. - Richard S. - Kathy S. - Harriet S - .Robert S. - Brad S. - Jimmy S. - Mark S. - Judith- Scott A. - Stephanie A.
-Charles B. - Yuliya B. - Brian B. - Tanya C. - Maurice C. - Patrick C. - Allan D. - Debra G. - Cindy H.
Stacey H. - J.D. K. - Alexandra K. - Elizabeth K. - Mary M. - Michael M. - Page M. - Darren N. - Rick P. - Lori P.

Julie P. - JanetR. - Jeffrey S. - Kristen W. -David W. Alexandra H. - Allen D. - Brad S. - Brandon S. - Coasters by Hazel
Daniel W. - Darren N. - David P. - Grey T. - Jane M. - Jane S. - Jeffrey S. - John O. - Judy R. - Julie P. - Kathy H.
LauraK.-LeoD. - Leslie C. - Lori P. - Mainline LLC - Mark R. - Michael M. - Page M. - Patrick C. - Richard L.
Richard R -Rick P. - Stacey H. - Terry G. - Terry P.- Thomas M

“‘--————-_—.——-———_-—_—-—-‘.\

Intergroup Attendance March 2021

12:30 Sober Sisters Soft Touch Women
3 Legacies High Point Monday Night Awakening MEETING UPDATES

5th Tradition Hillside East Point
Austell How Did | Get Here Newnan No Name Visit our COVID-19
Bishop L How It Works Northwest
Morning Miracles Solutions Glenwood Updates page at
Bottom Feeders I Can't We Can Grace https://atlantaaa.org/covid-
Breakfast Club It'sin The Book 6 O'Clock
Candler Park KISS Happy Hour 19-updates/
Cascade Lunch Bunch Heavy Hitters for the latest information,
Clean Air Miracles Within . . - .
Dekalb MLK/Adamsville There Isa Solution Here is a link to a list of online
East Atlanta Monday Night Awakening  Think It Through Sober meetings;
East Cobb New Rush Hour Relief We've Had Enough .
East Point No Expectations Early Morning Study https .//atlantaaa.o rg/cowd—
Easy 123 No Name Group Fifth Tradition 19_updates/#on|ine_meeting§
Easy Does It Glenwood Clarkston 12 Step 3 ¥y
Finding The Balance East Buford Robber Roost East Further details available at
Five forks TriNight Flight Ponce https://a’tlantaaa_orgl
Focus on the Solution Chapter 3 Primary Purpose

Alcoholics Anonymous is a fellowship of people who share

their experience, strength and hope with each other ...




The Seventh Tradition

Short form: “Every AA group ought to be fully self-supporting, declining outside contributions.”

Long form: “The A.A. groups themselves ought to be fully supported by the voluntary contributions of their own members. We think that each
group should soon achieve this ideal; that any public solicitation of funds using the name of Alcoholics Anonymous is highly dangerous,
whether by groups, clubs, hospitals, or other outside agencies; that acceptance of large gifts from any source, or of contributions carrying any
obligation whatever, is unwise. Then too, we view with much concern those A.A. treasuries which continue, beyond prudent reserves, to
accumulate funds for no stated A.A. purpose. Experience has often warned us that nothing can so surely destroy our spiritual heritage as futile
disputes over property, money, and authority.”

My family thought that it was rude to discuss money with others.
Sometimes | think that this sentiment has been brought into
Alcoholics Anonymous, as it doesn’t seem like AA groups talk
enough about money and its importance in the vital spiritual
service work that we do. Sure, most meetings pass the basket to
collect funds and often say “There are no dues or fees, but we do
have expenses.” However many members who drop $1.00 in the
basket have no idea how the funds are being used or how much
money it takes to hold the meetings and perform service work.

The Seventh Tradition

Every A.A. grow

"Passing the basket”at meetings is
our way of meeting our responsibility
for the work of A.A. Our own
contributions support the group,
the General Service Office,

and all AA. activities

They don't know that there is a larger AA network that creates PR Bart of o Iﬁ,FfEEES

literature in various languages, holds conferences, and does a.m,ilgs FFEML“”' . l; T 1

important service work in treatment centers, jails, the professional l‘;;‘:}ij‘r‘:‘-‘ came in g 7: Tl

community, and the general public that wouldn't be possible l:mm- in m’l“‘t‘“ o / k\:{r’j:‘
One way or

responsible | |

humain beings )

When I first arrived at AA in 1990, it was customary to put $1.00 in the basket if you could afford it. Unfortunately, that trend hasn’t
changed much in the past 30 years. It was my sponsor and other AA mentors that opened my eyes to the selfishness of this. They told
me that in early days of AA, it was customary to put “the price of your last drink” in the basket. When that amount reached $1.00, it failed
to climb further. According to the American Institute for Economic Research, the same $1.00 in 1960 is worth nearly $9.00 today. The
normal costs for holding a meeting have increased dramatically over that time period, but most 7th Tradition contributions have not. My
sponsor also explained that in actuality, AA has NEVER been fully self-supporting by what the groups collect at meetings. The shortfall
comes from literature sales, a portion of which is purchased by non-alcoholics, treatment centers, libraries, and retailers. GSO would find
it nearly impossible to continue its work using only money sent in by AA groups.

without contributions from individual AA groups. srcforsi gl

I would be considered a “taker” when | joined AA. Through working the Steps, | slowly transformed into a “giver” through service work
and financial contributions. My husband and | each give at least $2.00 at any meeting of AA and $5.00 a meeting at our home group.
Giving generously to the basket is a small price to pay for the happy, purposeful lives we've been given. If | relapsed today, | would
definitely spend more than $5.00 on that drunk! It doesn’t make sense for me to spend $3.00-$4.00 on a fancy cup of coffee and then
put only $1.00 in the AA basket. For the members who never carry cash in their wallets, my home group is also set up to receive 7th
Tradition donations digitally. We talk about money regularly so that members understand exactly how their donations are being used.
We also explain to members that AA doesn’t hold fundraising events. It is solely our responsibility. However, we try to be as welcoming
as possible to the new member who doesn’t yet have anything to contribute and give that person hope that he/she will be able to give
in the future.

Cathy S. - Atlanta

Red uUugly Clay
STEP ONE

lam living in a box held together with red clay

The clay is alcohol

Itis holding me in this box

The clay is not sturdy

The clay crumbles

To keep the box together | must add more ugly clay
The clay is dirty and temporary

The clay leaves stains that are so hard to get out and even
harder to look at

When the rain comes, as it often does

The clay washes away leaving a naked, vulnerable box

The box s left with ugly red stains

The decision time and time again is to simply add more clay

It seems to be the only way to keep the box (my life) together

1am now discovering a new solution to remove the clay (alcohol)
This is in the rooms of Alcoholic Anonymous

1 will be painstaking about the process

It will take time

1 will have to learn to deal with the clay stains

Iwill find comfort in knowing that the sun will eventually shine and fade the
stains

Maybe not completely

Over time the box (my life) will have a vintage look instead of the ugly dingy
box

This cool vintage box (my life) will have an amazing story to it
The story about how it was buried in the ugly red clay

This story will be sought after by others who feel buried alive in the ugly clay
ALCOHOL

Jen W 08/2019



SERVICE OPPORTUNITIES

AA Hotline:

Get an overview, plus learn
about service
opportunities and
qualifications at
https://bit.ly/atlhotline
To sign up, contact:
https://bit.ly/atlhlsignup

Pl/CPC Committee:

Help inform the public,
professionals, and future
professionals about AA. To
learn more or volunteer,
go through the
“Intergroup” drop-down on
www.atlantaaa.org to
reach the PI/CPC
Committee. Or, contact
tlebertmd@bellsouth.net
or Central Office
(staff@atlantaaa.org; 404-
523-5650).

Office phones

(non-Hotline) & on-site
support:

Pick a schedule. Field
calls during regular
hours (9AM-4:30PM M-F)
from wherever you are.
Assist IN the office if
you’'ve been vaccinated.
Contact:
staff@atlantaaa.org;
404-523-5650.

Technical Service

(website support,
etc.): Always seeking
willing techies. Email:

tech@atlantaaa.org or
jeffs@atlantaaa.org.










68th Georgia State Prepaid Convention
ﬂﬂ October 15-17, 2021 nﬁ
Jekyll Island Convention Center
75 North Beachview Dr., Jekyll Island, GA 31520

AA. In a Time of Change

5
Host Hotel »

Home 2 Suites by Hilton Jolnmy T. - Lawty, Fl e |
101 Ouean Way

Jekvll Lskand, GA

1 Bath & Chuck H. - Destin, FL
x._ Reve L. - Naibville, TN
J Myers R. - Dalllas, TX

Al-Anon Speaker:
Larcine- . - Hawthorne,CA

Vilks by theSes https //

1175 N. Beachvierw Dr. 912-635-2521

Phasne-ii 3-3ig-Big

Holday inn Resort

01 N.Beachview Dr. 912-635-2211
“egues e Geonga Seate Frepad Domenton room

Thoe Wiestin Seafarer inn & Suites ratn whan backing

130 Ocean Way 911-635-4545 700 N. Beachview Dr. §12.635-1202

68th Georgia Prepaid Convention: October 15-17,2021
Name: Email: Phone:
Address:
Nametag Name:

— City, St Zpe______

Home Group: Sobriety Date:

Please check affiliation: AA Al-Anon Alateen

Check if you are interested in the following events: ( more info to be provided)

68th Frepald Comvention, Dhstrict 3D, FO Box 2047, 5. Simons lkland, Ga. qusxa
Out of state registration Fee: AA & Al-Anon §25; Alatesn, §10
Cash or Checks only. Make checks payable to 68th GA Prepaid Conventicon

e A
STEP SEVEN IS A CONCLUSION e

Step Seven Prayer: “My Creator, | am now willing that you should have all of me, good and
bad. | pray that you now remove from me every single defect of character which stands in
the way of my usefulness to you and my fellows. Grant me strength, as | go out from here,
to do your bidding.” Amen.

There was true humility and deep surrender by asking God to “take all of me,” both the
“good” and the “bad.” This was an admission that I could not trust myself to differentiate
between the two. | almost drank after five months sobriety before going into the 12-step
process with my sponsor. He wisely pointed out the obvious fact that my mind lied to me—
It was not to be trusted! | needed a higher power (God) to see the truth about myself.
What an ego-shattering revelation! Yet, it was necessary to give up on myself and trust
God to take over my recovery. Someone said: “Self cannot rid self of self with self. “

| had asked God to remove the “bondage of self” in Step Three with only a scant idea of
what that was, but Steps Four and Five provided a better view of my defects of character
and shortcomings. (By the bye, Bill W. stated that these words were to be used
simultaneously or in the same context—please note that Step Seven on page 58 uses the
word “shortcomings” rather than “defects of character” as in the prayer above).

It is important to notice that the Seventh Step prayer concludes with the word “Amen.”
Meaning” “So be it” or indicating a conclusion. However, there is no “Amen” following the
Third Step Prayer, or those in Steps Four, Five and Six! Why?

| think because Step Seven finally concludes the process, e.g.: In Step Three we asked to
be relieved of the bondage of self, but we did not know what that was till we did Steps
Four and Five. But now—in Step seven—we know more precisely what we are asking God
to remove from us as we go out to do his bidding. The process has been concluded,
however, more will be revealed.
Bob S, Richmond, IN




ACCESSTO

Atlanta AA Hotline Needs Your Help ONLINE aa
If you're looking for service work, or know someone who is...
Atlanta AA Hotline is looking for volunteers. MEETINGS by
If you have the desire to help out you can follow this link PHONE - EVEN A
http://bit.ly/atlhlsignup
Please complete all the instructions. LAND LINE!
B We now offer a printable “Where &

-1 year of continuous sobriety and are

-Working The 12 steps of Alcoholics Anonymous with a sponsor When” (list of meetings)! The listis

Please sign up to give us your availability and we will place you generated on-demand at the time you
as soon as we have an opening. request it with the latest available

Current Openings:
Saturday 12-3 PM and 3-6 PM
Sunday 9-Noon

This should be especially useful for folks
who are isolating and don’t have access
to reliable Internet, or folks who are

If you've already signed up in are willing to do service work uncomfortable with technology, as it
or if you'd like more information on the hotline itself, contains virtual meeting dial-in

you can email the co-chairs at atlhotlinechair@gmail.com. ] ] )
information. In other words, anyone with

access to a phone (even plain home
telephones) can virtually attend a
meeting!

Be advised: This listing is 60 pages long
(30 double-sided)! If you know someone
who needs one, contact the Central
Office and they can print/mail it for you.
Or, if you wish to print one off yourself, it
should cost under $10 to do so at Kinko’s.
https://atlantaaa.org/2021/01/09/printab
le-where-when-available/

60 DAYS TO LIFE

60 DAYS TO LIFE IS YOU KNOW IT'S REALLY CRAZY

THE SENTENCE YOU MUST TAKE. WHEN YOU TRY TO USE YOUR MIND,

e g SOMETHING THAT ONCE WAS SOBER
NOW IS DRUNK AND CRAZY BLIND.

SOBER,
IS AIOINESITL AET RO MO A SOBER MIND MAKES YOU WONDER,
A WHERE DID YOU GO WRONG?

BUT STAYING TOTALLY SOBER HELPS A LOT
ONCE YOU DO THE DAMAGE AND WITH A.A. IT KEEPS YOU STRONG.
AND CAN'T EXPLAIN YOURSELF,
THE JUDGE TELLS YOU IT'S OVER Vivian J, Atlanta, GA

AND THAT YOU HAVE NOTHING LEFT.

NO MATTER HOW YOU HIDE IT
YOUR ACTIONS TELL IT ALL,

W O R K ' I YOU FORGET WHAT YOU SAY,
i - WHILE DRINKING, LYING AND

HAVING A BALL.

IF YOU

v This is the newsletter, people RULE
6 2 Submissions and feedback received at 6 2




